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E by As he delivered it upon the Scaffold at the 
BY Mercat-Croſs of Edinburgh, Fuly 22. 1663. 
being immediarcly betore his Death. 


BS Whereunto is added a ſhort Narration of his Carriage 

= during the time of his-Impriſonment, but more eſpe- 
cially at his Death : All which is very comtortable 

_ and refreſhing to all thoſe that take pleaſure in the 

* duſt of Zion, and fayour the Stones of our Lord's 
broken-down Building amongſt us. 
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By a Favourer of the Covenant and Work of Reformation, 
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HM Though / walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet will I 
| ear no evil, for thou art with me, Pal. 23:4. 
F fay unto you, my friends, Be not afraid of them that lyll the body, 
. -- and afier that have no more that they can do : but I will forewarn 
you whons you ſhall fear : Fear Himwhich, after he hath killed, 
© bath power to caſt into Hell; yea, I- ſay unts you, Fear Him — 
RS Luke 124 4,5. &c. = 
BR 44d they ſtoned Stephen, calling upon God AQs 7. 59. 
"BR Ari devon men carried Stephen to bis Burial, and made great It- 
”  » entation for him, AQSS. 2, 
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4 Hire followeth a ſhort Narration of the Lord VVareſton's 
i” Carriage before and after the delivery of his laſt Diſcourſe 
j— Caringeb Diſcurſe 
 . upot the Scaffold at the Mercat-Croſs of Edinburgh, 


"x 


WE | 
* 


[s Carriage all the time from his coming from London, was 
_ molt convincingly Chriſtian, full of tenderneſs of ſpirit, 
.and meekneſs towards all, ſo that all who-were in his com- 
pany, both in the Ship and at other times, afſerted they 
were never in the company of a more godly, ſincere, fervent feeker of 

God, and one that Was molt ſenfible of the leaſt tenderneſs exerciſed 
towards himſelf, Before he came out of the Ship he prayed for a bleſ- 

fing upon his Majeſty, and upon State and'Kirk, When landed at Leh, 

| _ he enquired forthe Miniſters of Edxzburgh : To which it was anſwereJ, 
| They are all filenced and put our of the Town : Well (ſaid he) their fi- 
Y lence does preach ; and truly CMr, Douglas, &c. might have preached ei- 


ther before(State or Kirk, gs Gan 

y/ * During the whole time of his Impriſonment the Lord keeped himin 4 
moſt ſpiritual tender frame, even to the convi&ion of ſome that hated 
him formerly. The great thing he melt defired was gracious through. 
bearing , Which he ſaid was onely to be had through che ſupply of the 
Spirit and interceſſion of the Saints : and the thing he moſt feared, was, 

' fainting in the hour of tryal, and for that cauſe did earneſtly defire that 
prayer might be fervently put up to God for him ;-which was indeed 
done inall parts of the Land, which had its good ſucceſs in God's own 
Way. . 

= When he received his Sentence he did receive it with exceeding 
oreat meekneſs, to the admiration of all ;. defuring the beſt bleſſings of 
Heaven to be upon his Majeſty and upon State and Kirk, whatever be- 

_ fel himſelf, and that God would give his Majeſty true and faithfull 
Counſellours, &c. 

The nearer he was to his death, he was the more quieted in his mind, 
Which had been diſcompoſed by Poiſon, and the drawing of threeſcore 
ounces of blood, the Phyſicians intending hereby to-diftrat him, or 
make him an ideot fool. The night before his death he ſlkeeped very 
ſweetly, and in the morning was very full of comfort, uttering many 

A.-2. [weet. 
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Tweet exprefions as to his aſſurance of being:cloathed with a long white © 
Robe-before night + and. of getting anew Song of the Lambs praiſe pug®-: * 
in his mouth. He dined very cheatfully, hoping wo tup 10 Heaven, 
and to'drink the next cup ficth and-new in his Facher's Kingdom, . _ 
Thereafter he-was alone till the time of his being brought forth, © > 
- ifxs he was led from the Priſon ( the frees being very tull ef people 
bamoaning that;ſad fight) he cryed, Your prayers, our prefers, As he | 
was conveyed by the Croſs to-the Scaffold, there was a great noiſe made =» 
by the Guards beating off the people, and battering with their Parci= 
zens over his head, which was ſomewhat tertible to SpeRators, yet 
not-to him 3 for the Lord kept him very compoſed, fo that,he never 
did ſ0:much as-once look about.to-them, but walked forwards with they 
very peaceably, as a Lamb led to the (laughter: and coming chica 
fully to the North-ſide of the Scaffold, ſpake to the people after this 
manner ; 1 entreat you be pleaſed to quiet your ſelves a little till this dyin 
man deliver his laſt words among you, Likewiſe he deſired his Audt- 
tors not to bz offended that he was neceſſitate to make ſome uſe of his 
Paper, for the help of -his memory, Which had been fully waſted with -- 
long. fickneſs, and the malice of Phyſicians, who had taken threeſcore 
ounces of blood from him at one time, and had given him bad Phy. = 
fack (ſo called he the Poyſon that was given to him) thereafter, 
Then did he begin this following Diſcourſe, which he delivered 
with very much undaunted courage, audaucity, and quiet of mind, 
without the leaſt appearance of dittemper; but as chearful asever he. 
had been at any time formerly, when giving any publick Teſtimony | 
to the Truth, with which ſingular piece of honour the Lord had often 
+ dignified him. 


Y The laſt SPEECHand TESTIMONY of th Rigbt 
& Flmourable the Lorcd W A RESTOUNE, @ be 
[ delivered it at the Mercat-Croſs of Edinburgh, July 22. 
| 1663. immediately before bis Death — © 
| | [ght Honourable, mach hononred,and beloved Auditors and Speitators : 
A That which Lintended and prepared to have ſpoken at this ti 
| and 1n this condician, immediately before my death (if it ſhould be t6 
ordered that this ſhould be my lot) is not at preſent in my power, be. 
ing taken fromms when apprehended ; but I hope the Lord ſhall pre- 
| ſerve it, to dar my Teſtimony more fully and clearly than now I can 
| in this condition, having my memory much deſtroyed through much, 
A ſore and long fickneſs, melancholy, and the exceſſive drawing of my 


| blood : yer I bleſs the Lord, (that notwithſtanding all theſe fore-men- 
J].- rioneddiſtempers) Iamin any capacity to leave this weak andſhort 


[ Teſtimony. os 

--Z. Idefire in the firſt place to confeſs my ſins, ſo far as is proper to 

| EY ELESG HS I . > 1» $059; <P 4 ; 

| this place and caſe; and to acknowledge. God's Meicies ; and to ex- 

| preſs my FePFOLaREe.Of the one, and my faith of the other, through the 

| | Merits of, the-Loxd. Jeſus Chrit- our gracious Redeemer and 'Media- 

| ror. I confeſs that my natujal temper hath been haſty and paſſionate, 

| and that in my manner of going about, and proſecuting of the beſt pieces 

i of work and ſeryice to the Lord, and to my Generation, I have been 

[ 23 to-myrexcefles..of heat, and.thereby to ſoms precipitations 

| which hath no.doubc offended ſtanders-by and lookers-on,” and expo q 

, both me & che work to cheir miſtakes ; wherby the beauty of chat Work 

 hathbeen.much obſcured, Neither have I in following. the Lord's 

Work, hi« Good Wark, been altogether free of ſelf-ſceking, to the grief 

| of my omri-Fonſcience,. Waich hath made me oftentimes to cry dur with 

the Apolite,,;O »rerched man that I am, ho ſhall deliuer me from this huly | 
of death ?. and. to lie low.in the duſt mourning and lamenting over the = 

| ſame, deprecating God's Wrath, and begging his tender Metcies to 

| pardon, and his powerful Grace to, cure all theſe evils. I muſt con- 
fels withalz that it doth: not a little trouble-me, lie heavy upon my ſpi- | 
zit, and will; bring me down with ſorrow to the grave, ( though Þ was | 

| not alone. in-this offence, but had, the Body of the. Natioh going before | 

CER | [ ES: me, | 


(6) 
me, and the example of perſons of all ranks to enſnare me) that I ſuf-. 
fered my ſelf through the power of temptations, 8 too much fear anent 
the ſtraits, that my numerous family might be brought into,to be carried 
into'ſo great a length of complyance in Exgland with the late Uſurpers, 
which did much'grieve the hearts of the Godly, and made thoſe that 
ſought God, aſhamed and confounded for.my ſake, and did give no. 
fmall occaſion to the Adverſary to reproach and blaſpheme ; and d1d 
withal not a iittle obſcure and darken the beauty of ſeveral former 
Acings about his glorious and bleſſed Work of Reformation, ſo happily be- 
gun and far advanced in theſe Lands ; wherein he was graciouſly plea- 
fed to.imploy, and by imploying to honour me. to be an Inſtrument, (though 
the leaſt and unworthie(t of many) whereof” I am not' at all aſhamed 
this day, but account it my glory, howevet that work be now cryed 
down, oppoſed, laid in the duſt and trod upon ; And my turning ahide 
to comply with theſe men, was the more aggravated in my perſon, that 
I had ſo frequently and ſeriouſly made profeſſion of my averſneſs from, 
and abhorrency of that way, and had ſhewed much diffatisfa&ion with- 
others that had.not gone ſo great a length: for which, as I ſeek God's: 
mercy in Chrift Jeſus; ſo I defire that all the Lord's People may,from- 
my example, be the more ſtirred up to watch and pray, that they enter- 
not. into. temptation. EO n 
_ 2, I dare not deny on the other hand, but muſt teſtifie,in the fecond 
place, to the glory of his free Grace, that the Lord my God hath often 
ſhewed, enſured into and engraven upon my conſcience,the Teſtimony 
of his reconciled Mercy, through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, pardonine 
all/my iniquities, and aſſuring me that he would deliver me allo by the 
Grace of his holy Spirit, from the ſpait, tyranny and dominion there- 
of, and hath often-drawn forth my ſpirit to the exercife of Repentance 
and Faith ; and hath ofcen engraven upon my heart 1n legible chara- 
ers, the merciful pardoning and gracious-begun cure thereof, to be 
perfected thereafter to the glory of his Name, Salvation of my own ſoul 
and Egification of his Church. ah | 


*-.35 Iam prefled in conſcience; to leave here at my death, my true and 


honeſt Teſtimony in the. fight of Godand man, unto and for'the Nati- 
onal Covengnt,the Solemn Leagite and Covenant, the ſolemu Acknowledg- 
menfs. of. our Sins and Engagements. to our Duties, and: to all the 


Grounds ang Cauſes of Faſts and Humiliations, and of the Lord's Dif- 


pleaſure and Contendings with the Land; and to the ſeveral Teftimo- 


- 


vies given for his Intereſts by Generat Aſſemblies, Commiſſions of the 
* Kirk, Synods, Presbyteries andother faithful Miniſters and Profeſlors. 


4. I am: alſo prefled to- encoutage his doing ſuffering! witneſſing 
People, 
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People, and ſympathizing ones with thoſe that ſuffer, that they would 
continue in their duties of mourning, praying, believing, witnefling and 
ſympathizing with others, and bumbly to aflure them 1n the Name of 
the Lord our God, the God of his own Werd and Work, , of his Covenant, 
Canſe and People, that he will be ſeen, found and felt in his own graci- 
eus way and time, by his own means and inſtruments, for his own ho< 
nour and glory, to returh to his own Truths, Intereſts and Servants, ts 
revive his Name, his Covenant, his Word, his Work, his Sanctuary, 
and his Saints in this Nation, yea, even. in- theſe three Covenanted 
Nations, Which were by ſo ſolemn Bonds, Covenants, Subſcriptions 
and Oaths given away and devoted to himſelf, . 
F. I exhottall thoſe that have been, or are, enemies or unfriendly 
to the Lord's. Name, Covenant or Cauſe, Word, Work or People, in 
Britain and 1reland, to repent and amend before theſe {ad Judgments, 
that are poſting faſt, come upon them for their ſinning ſo highly againk 
the Lord, becauſe of any temptations of the time on the right-hand or 
on the left, by baits or ſtraits whatſoever, and that after ſo many En- 
gagements and profeſſions of not a few'sf themſelves. to the contrary. 
6, I dare not- conceal from you who are friendly to all the Lord's 
precious Intereſis in Br:tdfz and Ireland, that the Loid ( to the com- 
mendation of his Grace be jt humbly ſpoken) hath ſeveral times in the 
exerciſe of my Repentance and Faith ( during my troubles )-and after 
Groans and tears upon theſe three notable chapters, viz, the ninth .of 
Ezra, ninth of Nehewnah, and the ninth of Damel, together with other 
ſuitable Scriptures,even in the very nick of humble and fervent prayers 
and-ſupplications to him, for reviving again of his Name, Covenant, 
Cauſe, V Vord and Work of Reformation in theſe Covenanted Nations, 
and particularly jn- poor Scotland, (yea,O dear Scotland!) Which ſolemn- 
1y re-engaged unto him, to the good example and encouragement of his 
-People-in,the other two Nations to covezant With him alſo ; That the 
Lord, I ſay, hath ſeveral times given me good grounds of hope, lively 
expectations of his merciful, gracious, powerful & wonderful renewing, 
reviving again of all his former great Intereſts in theſe Covenanted 
Nations, and that-in ſuch .a way, by ſuch means and inſtruments, with 
ſuch antecedents, concurrents, conſequences and effeRs, as ſhall won- 
derfully rejoyce his'mourning Friends, and aſtoniſh his contraditing 
and contra-afting Enemies, Th Nw 
 Idoearneftly recommend my poor aflited Wife and Children, and 
their Poſterity, to. the choiceſt Blefſings of God, and unto the PIayEd 
and: Favours of: all the Lord's Children, and Servants in their earne 
dealihgs with God and.man in their behalf, that they may not be ruined 
en 
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(8) 


for tay ſake, but that for the Lord my Gods ſake they may be favevred, | 


ifſited, ſupplied, and comforted ; and may be alſo fitted by the Lord 
for his Fellonſhip and Service , whom Gcd himſelf hath moved me 
often in their own preſence, and with their own conſents, to dedicate, 
devote, reſign, alike and as well as I devoted and rebgned my own ſoul 


unto him for all time and eternity, 
© '$. Now, here I beſeech the Lord to open the eyes of all the Inftru- 


ments of my Trouble, who are not deadly irreconcilable Enemies to 


himſelf and his People, that they may fee the Wrong-done by them to- 
his Intereff, and People, and to Me and Mine, and may repent thereof, 
return to the Lord, and more cordially maintain, own, and: adhere 


unto all his Intereſts in time to-come. The Good Lord give unto-thenr 


Repentance,Remiſſion, and Amendment, which is the worſt wifh 1 do. 
and thebeR wiſh I can, with unto. them ; for can. with no- better to. 
my felf, | | 

w I do moſt humbly and earneſtly begs the Fervent Prayers: of all 
His Praying Children, Servants and Inſtruments, Whereſoever they be, 
whether abſent, or preſent, to be put up in behalf of His Name, Cauſe, 
Covenant, Work, and Prople ; and alloin behalf of my wife'and Chil. 
den and their Poſteriry,' and that the Lord would. Glorific Himſelf, 
Edifie his Charch, Encourage his Se:mts further,. and accomplith his 


{ Good Work ] by all his Doings and Dealings, in Subſtances towards 


all his own. _ _ ES LEN 
© 10, Whereas I heard that ſome of -my own Firends have: Slandered 
and defamed my Name, as if Thad been acceflary to his late Majefties 
death, and to the making the. change of the Government thereupon : I 


 amfiee, as 1 ſhall now anſwer before his Tribunal, from any acceſſion 


by counſel or contrivance,, or any ather wayto his late Majelties death 
or to their making that change of the Government ;- and the Lard jutze 
between Me and mine Accuſers : And. I pray the Lord to 'preietve our 
preſent King his MajzzRy, and to pour his beſt Bleiſings upon him and 
his. Royal Poſteriry ; and the Lord give unto them good and faithful 
Counſcitors, Holy and Wiſe Councils, and-proſperous Succsfſors, to 
God's Glory,and the Good of his. Intereſt and People, and to their own 
Honour and Happineſs. | 1 30 
1x, Ido here ſibmit and commit my Soul and! Body, VYife and 
Children,and ther Chxldrens Children from Generatiowto Generation 
for ever, with all other#our Lord's Friends and Followers, and all 
andſublcque nt Generations,: umo the Lord's choiceſt Mercies, Graces, 
Favours, Scrvices, Imployments, Impowerments;Tnjoyments, Impiove=- 
ments, 


bis doing , futf:1ing, witneffing and ſynpathizing Ones, in'the-preſene 
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2947 mer ts and Inheritments, in Earth and in Heaven, in Time and Eter- 
a nity: All which ſuits, with all others which he hath at any time by his 


_ Spirit moved and affiſted me to make and put up according to his Will, 

1 leave before the Throne, and upon the Father's merciful Bowels, aftd 
the Sons mediating Merits,and the holy Spirits compaiſionating groans 
for now and for evermore, Amen. 


When he had delivered this Diſcourſe at the North-fide of the Scaf- 
fold; he went about to the South-ſfide, where he delivered it again with 
the like admirable courage, to the aſtoniſhment of all. Then did he 
pray moſt fervently (2s his manner had alwayes been ) with much faith 
and humility, calling upsn God, as a childe upon his tender-hearted 
father, beginning his ſupplications ( according to the Rule appointed 
by Chriſt for direC&tion 1n Prayer) thus, eAbba, Abba, Father, Father, 
accept this thy poor ſinful Servant, coming unto thee through the. Merits of 
Feſus Chriſt, &c. and when ſpeaking of himſelf ſpake moſt humbly, as 
if he 'had been the chief of ſinners, forgetting the many honourable 
pieces of Service the Lord had put upon him, wherein he made him 
eminently inſtrumental for promoting of his Kingdom in the world. 
Thereafter he ſtood very patiently till the Napkin was tyed about his 
head. Now, {aid this meek Lamb, you will take it up till I be up the Lad- 
der, Yea, my Lord, that (hall be donz. Then ſaid he, How will I ger 
it drawn down #upou my face ? My Lord, it ſhall be done for you, do not 
trouble your ſelf. Then coming to the foot of the Ladder he 
| prayed as formerly, refigning God's Intereſts and his own ſoul into 
the hands of his heavenly Father. Then ſaid. one 
{who had ted the Cloth about his head) There is ne mifling of Mini- 
ſers here this day, Chriſt hath made good that bleſſed word, P411.4. 
19. MyGod ſhall ſupply ail your need according to his riches wm glory by 
Chriſt Teſws; And 4: tribulation hath abounded for Chriſt's ſake, ſo hath 
comfort been encreaſed by Chriſt, 2 Cor. x, 5, For howbeit he had often 
ſupplicated for ſome Miniſters: to be with him there, yet they would 
grant a liberty to none, unleſs he would have accepted of thoſe that 
had broken in upon the Labours of other faithful Miniſters, whom he 
refuſed ; neither would he have any that approve of, or ſeem to con- 
nive at the preſent defeRion ; ſo that no Miniſter was upon the Scaf- 
fold. Then came the Executioner, deſiring him to forgive him ; to 
Whom he anſwered, The Lord forgive thee, poor man, which I alſo do ; 
and-eiving to him ſome money 18 a cloih, bad him do his work aright, 
After this, one-defired the Executioner to.20 up to the head of the Lag: 

ot; 
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der ; ſaid he, I muſt 96 up with him, elſe he cannot get up. - Nay, ſaid 
he again, Go you up,#nd do not offer to.touch him till it come to your 
own work, for we (hall get him helped up : ſo the Executioner Went 
v8. Then he was conveyed by ſome in fide-mourning to the head of 
the Ladder, who (aid with him, and ſpake with him all the time he 
was upon the ſame, As he aſcended he ſaid, Tour prayers, your prayers, 
1 deſire your prayers in the Name of the Lord, \o great had alwayes his 
efteem been of Prayer, As the Cord Was going about his precious 


_ 
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neck, (being told that many precious Friends were looking on, which. 


ſeemed to refreſh him ; for he anſwered and ſaid, Is there indeed! and 
conſidering that his chearfulneſs did much tend to the credit of the 
Work of God for which he ſuffered ) he cryed out With a very loud 
and chearful voice, 1 beſeech you all ( who are the Lords People) not to 
ſcar at ſuffering for the Intereſts of Chriſt, becauſe of any thing you ſee fall 
out in theſe dayes 45 to the Sufferings of hs Servants » but be encouraged 
to do, and endure, in ſuffering for him, and his Intereſts , for I aſſure you 
in the Name of the Lord he will bear all your charges. The Cotd being 
about his neck, he ſpake to the (ame purpoſe again ; I pray you that are 
the Lord's People, be encouraged to do and ſuffer for the Intereſts of Chriſt, 
yea, even for the ſmalleſt point of Truth, in your ſeveral fttions ; for he 
may revive his Work by a very unexpetted mean : And I db again aſſure you 
in hrs Name, hewill furniſh all your expences, and bear alk your charges , 
ail he hath graciouſly comforted me. Then he enquired it the Executi- 
oner Was ready ? Yes, if your Lord(hip be : then ſaid he to the man, 
Do your Office ; and ſo cryed out again, Tour prayers, your prayers, Oc, 
and with unſpeakable compoſednels and tranquility of mind, chear- 
fully committing himſelf into the hands of -his tender-hearted heaven- 
ly Father, the Executioner turned him off the Ladder ; at which fight 
there aroſe a very lamentable Exy of many thouſand SpeRators, 'Im- 
mediately thereafter he lifted up his two precious hands t Heaven (as 
they had been often lifted up in prayer, not only in the day-time, but 
alſo in the filent watches of the night) and without the leaſt motion, 
trembling or ſhaking of body, which is moſt ordinary in that condiit- 
on, peaceably ſlezped away to glory. One of his Sons ſtanding on the 
ONT worviea one preſent took him by the hand, and ſaid, Sir, 
be enconraged, for you are very highly honoured this day, Within a little 
thereafter he was taken down by Friends that received his body, as the 
Cord was cut, The Executioner came to take off his Head, and being 


timerous and ſeeming as ſomewhat afraid, he was deſired to put away 


fear and do his wotk cleanly : fo this precious Head was taken off at 
one Rtroak, Which was afterward ſet upon the Nether-Bow Port, where 
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__ (1) 

it Randeth by the blefled Head of that precious and cleanly Martyr, and 
flain yet wirnefling Witneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Mr, Fames Gathry, 
fomeume Miniſter of the Golpel at Ster/izg, upon the South ot! r12ht- 
hand of which doit the Head of this latter Martyr ſtand ; ſo that theſe 
two Worthies Who in their life-time had alwayes been together, as to 
thoſe aRihgs that tended to the carrying on of the Work, of Reformation, 
wherein they ſo ſweetly agreed, in their death were nor divided ; .but 
the Heads of theſe two Worthies, who had witneſled for Chriſt while 
living; Rand there together confirming the ſame when dead, and ought 
to put all che People of God in mind of the Truths they held-while li- 
ving and walking together, which they ſealed with their blood, as true, 
at their death ; according to that ſaying of worthy and eminent Mr. 
Guthrie at his return to the Priſon after the receiving of his Sentence, 
hayins told that his Head was to be ſet upon the Nether-Bow, and being 
enquired by his neareſt friend, what ſhould it do there? he anſwered, 
Even to Preach ,; and indeed theſe Heads do preach there : and this was 
very comfortable to him when he heard in his Sentence that his Head 
was to be ſet up: by the Head of that faithful, true and ſtedfalt Witneſs. 
His Body was carried to the Grey-Fryar Kirk-yard, accompanied 
by many cloathed in deep Mourning, but by many more Heart-Mour- 
»e7s tothe number of ſome thouſands, and was buried in the Foh»ſtouns 


| Yle, where it reſts and ſleeps ſweetly, united umto Chriſt, as in a ſecret 
cabinet and recired chamber, whereof our Lord Jeſus keepeth the key, 
© . till the Reſurrection ; at which time it«ſhall be raiſed a glorious ſhi- 


ning Body; being changed aud made like ants his glorious Body, Phil. 3. 
20,21, "Thus a Prince and Great man in /ſrael did fall that day'; t6 
that Sampſon, whoſe hair had been cut, and his ſtrength ( as concerning 
his natural abilities) much waſted, was there reſtored ; and whereas he 
was brought forth that they might have aday of ſpott of him (imagining 
that he would be afraid to dye) having pulled out his eyes in that his 
Memory after the letting of his blood, and giving him the poiſon, was 
ſo much waſted, that he knew not whether he was Engliſh-man or Scots- 
man, French man or Dutch-man, nor whether Geneffs or Revelation did 
begin che Bible, nor whether he had or wanted Wife and Children, and 
ſo did not remember, even when in Priſon, what the behaviour of one 
ſhould be upon a Scaffold, bur as he was told, which he preſently did 
forget again, as alſo he did forget any thing elſe was told him, though 
ofcen repeated in one quarter of an hour ; yet that day, and about the 
time of his ſuffering, he was ſo fully reſtored, as that there was no miſ- 
fing of what had formerly been taken from him ; and the Lord, the high 
Supream of Heaven and Earth, ſhewed his Power from on hivh ; and 
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by commanding and giving ſtrength out of Z:on, made bis precious Ser. © 
vant prove a Sampſon indeed, by a mo#t glorious, undaunted, chearful, _ 


keartſom Carriage and faithful Teſtimony, as. one undervaluing all that 
man conld do unto him, behaving himſelf ar his death like good old faith- 
ful valourous Fareſtoun, who being ſo full of magnanimity, gave as ſore 
a Uaſh and ſtroke to the Prelatical Intereft, ( yea,even tethe conviction 
ef the owners thereof) and cid as much canfirm,"ſtrengthen, chear up 


and admirably inhearten them hat defire to abide in the Truth, as ever 


he had done by his former Teſtimonies, Sealing all with his own blood 


that formerly he had owned and profeſſed : yea and this was a return. 
of a defire of his own, Written in a Letter to a Friend many years be-. 
fore, ſpeaking of a particular Teimony for the Covenant, and havins 


ſhewed how the Lord had keeped poſleflion in Scotland, by the TeRi- 
monies of his People againſt Defection ( from generation to generati- 


on) he addeth — O that wy blogd at the Croſi of Edinburgh mught ſeal this 
Teſtimony, 1n proſecution of all the former ; meaning thoſe Teſtimonies 
that had bzen formerly given from time to time againſt DefeRion in- 
the preceding ages, which he had mentioned in the Epiſlle foreſaid: . 


Thus the Lord in his own time and way did: gractoufly fulfill that his 
defire : and by his ſo ſtrengthening him, making thereby the hearts of 
ftrangers ſad, and reviving the ſpirits of his fainting People ; did give 
therein a moſt ſignal, evident and rich return of the many ſupplications 


which had been put vp to the Lord for htm, during the whole time of 
his trouble and impriſonment which is a great encouragement to pray, 


for it isnotin vain; yea, it's not in vain forthe houſe of Facob to ſeek 
his face, who is able to comfort the moſt dejeRed, heartleſs monrners 
in Zn: as alſo this dealing of the Lord wit his ſuffering Servants, 
whom he ſo wonderfully encourageth, is an excellent encouragement 
to the Godly in ſuch a day as this, to obey the Exhortation which is in 
the cloſe of the fiſt particular. in the foregoing Diſcourſe for guarding 
againſt temptation. The good Lord bleſs theſe bloody preachings to 
his People, to make them walk in his way, whatever difficulties ap- 
pear therein ; that the Cloud of Witnefles may-not be a Randing 
Witneſs againſt us, Amer. 
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Advertiſement to the Reader, concerning this and the two 
= Diſcourſes of the former honourable and precious Wit- 
neſſes, formerly printed. 


He laſt words of dying men, being much ſet by of their affe&ionate 
& Relations ; ſurely the laſt words of dying Witneſſes for the Teſti- 
22ny of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, ſhould be had in very fingular account, 
and that eſpecially upon theſe three Conſiderations. 

Coyſ. 1, Dying ſober men, and more eſpecially dying Chriſtians, 
but -moſt of all dying, teltifying, ſealing, confirming Witneſlzs for 
Chriſt, muſt bz molt ſober, and know well upon what grounds they do 
expreſs their minds, being immediately thereafter to give in their laſt 
accounts ; and for that cauſe muſt take good heed how they put that. 
laſt crowning Maſter-piece of Work (wherein his Glory is ſo much con- 
cerned ) well and cleanly off their hand, that they may hope through: 
| Grace to be accepted of him, and even as to that laſt diſcourſe to have 

him ſay unto-them, Well done goed and faithful Servant, &c, | 
 Coxf. 2. Our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, that non-ſuch faithful, tender- 


Gadd. , 


hearted, and (in the wortt of times) worthy to be followed Maſter, ha- 
ving aged them before ſo many Witnefles for his ſake, doth (for the 
elory and honour of his Majeſty, and for the commendation cf the 
| hardeſt pieces of his Service to the hearts of his molt fainting People, 
| and for the aſtoniſhment of their Adverſanes ) beſtow molt large furni- 


ture upon them, ſuitable to the great and honourable piece of Work. 
oiven them to perform, Yea, If ever the fulfilling of that promiſe; 
HMatth.10.19, May be expected, Iz that hour it ſhall be grven you what 
ze ſhall ſpeak; for it u5 not ye that fprak,, but the Spirit of your Father. 
Withour all doubt it 1s then to be expected, when ſealing. his Truth 
on a Scaffold or Pillory for his ſake : Comforts run moſt {ſweetly and 
abundantly in that hour. When Jeius 1s to ſuffer, Luke 22. 43. an 
Angel is ſent to comfort him. When S:ephen is to deliver his laſt ſpeech 
and to ſuffer, he % filed with the holy Ghoſt, ſo that all that ſat in the 
Council looking {tedfafily on Stephen, ſaw his face as if it had been the. 
face of an Angel:; his 1oul was ſo warmed by the Love of God that he 
looked both his Adverſaries and the tempeſtuous- approaching Storm 
our of countenance : O- bur wien he is to be ſtoned he gets a. larger. 
foht, he ſaw the Heavens opened, and his majettick glozious __ 
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the Light-giving Diatnond of Heaven, fandiny at his Fathers rights" "0 
band, AR. F. 55» It his face Was as the face of an Angel, chip. 6, Fr 9-0 
how chearfull .hach his countenance and lovely imiles becn now? I 
think 1 ſce- Am Tiling on Heaven While the ttones were going about 


his ears : and Nis he got, no doubt, as for himiclt, to co nearten all 
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thoſe that were to come after, he being he firſt Marryr afcer Chriſt; and 


no Martyr or flan Witneſs hath left a diſcouraging report behind them | 
of a iuffering lot ſince that day ; bur all have hid an encreale of Com. 


| fort from Chriſt.as Trouble for Chrilts ſake encreaſed unto them : they I 
_ ta$&more Comfortwhen in Priſon than formerly ; more Rtrength when - 


b=fore the Council thatyeftentimes in the Priſon ; but mott of all upon 
the Scaffold at their ſuffering, according to that comfortable experience 
of the Apoſtles, 2 Cor.I.5. e As our Tr.bulation aboundeth for Chriſt, ſo 
doth onr Conſolation abound by Chriſt ; they have not all in hand,ere they 
enter in a ſuffering condition, that's needful to carry them thorow, but 
the Lord lets it out to them as need requireth, whick is very comfor- 
table to ſuch faint-hearted ones, as think they will never have courage 
to ſuffer ; for the Apoſtle adds, ver.7. =-017 hope of you us fledfaſt, that 
as ye are partakers of the Suffering, ſo ſhall ow be alſo of the Conſolation, 
7,0. 4$-you ſhare of ſuch ſufferings as we meet with, ſo ſhall ye alſo have , 
a ſhare, ſuch Conſolations under your Sufferings as the Lord alloweth 
updn_ us, Thus the Lord doth to this very day, as our eyes have ſeen, 
our ears have heard, and our tongues have been made from ſuch infal- 
lible experiences to confeſs to God's Glory and our Comfort. And ag 
this Conſideration is very comforting and quieting to our mind, fo al- 
ſo ſhould it make us have a very good efteem of Scaffold-Sermons, 
ſeeing it's the Lord enableth them by his comforting preſence to ſpeak, 
Conſ. 3. The Lord hath a very great care of what his (aged dying 
Witneſſes ſay, and that they ſpeak nothing there but what is true ; he 
ordereth the whole matter of the Diſcourſes of ſincere Witneſles ; fo 
that as they are Witneſſes for Truths as formerly owned by them, ſo 
are they Witneſſes in like .manner, as to What they deliver at their 
death, concerning thoſe Truths for the time to come : they are ſealing 
Witneſles as to what expeRation they give the People of God ground | 
to have for the time to come, whether as relating to the puniſhment-of 
them that oppoſe or fall away from thoſe Trnths , or as to the encou- 
"agement of the owners of, and ſufferers for the fame : Hence is it 
that ſome faithful dying Martyrs have adventured to ſay much more, 
and been more peremptory in their encouraging the Lazd's People on 
the Scaffold, than in their wricten Diſcourſe ere they were led from Pri- 
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42nd giveth them what is bis mi | 
ful and conſtant Witneſs Mr. J«.Guthrre, that which was written in his 
= dilcourſe by way of hope ( as it 1s allo in the printed diſcourſe) was de- 


(15) 


nd in that hour. So hedid with his faith. 


livered on the Scaffold by way of full aſſurance, thus ; Howbeit our 
Clond may be long or dark, yet I am perſwaded, that the Lord ſhall once more 
ſhine with the glorious Light of the Goſpel Upon theſe Lands, &rc. And the 
Lord did (in a manner) confirm this from Heaven ; for whereas there 
had.bFen a very thick Rain from the time of bis coming upon the Scaf- 
fold till he had uttered theſe words, and then with that very Afſertion 
of his Aſſurance ( as if it had been in one moment) the Rain was cea- 
ſed, the whole Firmament of Heaven cleanſed of all Clouds, and the 
Sun ſhining as clear as if it had been after. an Eclipſe, and ſo continued 
til ſetting, This divers faithful Witneſſes did obſerve,as an encourage- 
ment to wait for the performance thereof.So we may ſee that ag he o1ves 
quiet and peace of mind ( anent their owning theſe Truths formerly) 
and powet to ſuffer for the ſame ; Hz likewiſe giveth Light & firength 
of Faith as to what they ſay of God's owning the ſame for the time to 
come, and ſo are dying ſealing Witnefles of what they encourage the 
Lord's People to look for : It's true, the thing thzy witneſs for the time 
to come conſiſts molt in the ſtrength of Hope, which God ordereth 
beyond their moſt lively apprehenſion ; and what they own as to what 
is paſt, hach the more clearneſs in this reſpeR, that there is a certain 
infallible knowledge of the truth of 1t, deing according to the Word 

of God, and already come to paſs, We will find ſomething in Scrip- 

ture to confirm what we have fa1d in this Conſideration ; for we will 

find that what hath been aflerted by ſuffering dying Witneſſes hath. 
moſt ſpeedily come to paſs. 2 Chrox. 24.20, Zachariah told the chil- 

dren of {ſrael, Becauſe ye have forſaken the Lord, he hath alſo forſaken 
you; and for this he was immediatly ſtoned, and the Lord ſealed his 
word very ſpeedily thereafter, for ver, 24. the Af/yrians coming with 

a {mall company againſt them, the Lord delivered a very great multi- 

tude into their hand, and ſo without delay in their fight ſealed the 

words of his dying Witneſs Zachariah, And why his word ſoener 

than [ſazahs, Feremahs, Ezekiels, &c.? for by them he pleaded much 

longer as would ſeem with his Apoſtauizing Church, it may be, that he 


might ſhew that whatever fail, the words of dying Witneſſes ſhall not 
fall to the ground, 


Obj. Bur ſome may ob#& here and ſay, Simple Inflances from Scrip- 
tre cannot prove an eA 'fertion of this nature ; and befides, this of Zacha- 
riah and others of this kind, were Prophecies direfied from God by the Min 
ftry of the Prophets, ands/s carld gt br come to paſs, 
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+ eAnſw? It is true, Inſtances cannot prove ſuch Aﬀertions, neit 9h, 
1$ it our intent to ſeem to make it infallibly out ; neither to bid the 7 
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People of God lay ſuch weight upon theſe ſayings, as they mult lay 
upon the Prophecies which are written in th2 Scriptures, being the 
ground of our Faith : for though ſuch ſayings may be true Prophecies, 
whereof we may in moderation look for the accompliſhment, as that 
of Mr. John Wiſhart concerning Cardinal Beaton, was a true Prophecy 
Yet we ate not infallibly aflured that theſe are Prophecies, till they 


be accompliſhed : all we attempt here 1s to give the People of God _ 


oround of expectation of good 1n the latter end (whereunto the know- 
ledge and confideration of his ordering his Servants diſcourſe at their 
death very much cenduceth , and to give the Lord his own free lati- 
tude to do or forbear in theſe things, as he in the depth of his Holy 
Wiſdom ſees expedient. But, 2. howbeit theſe were Prophecies di= 
rected from God, and ſo could not fail ; yet we find alſo that the AC- 
ſertions of {lain dying Witnefles, were frequently more ſpeedily ac- 
compliſhed than moſt of other Prophecies, as 1s clear in the fore- 
mentioned Scripture, 2 Chrox,24.20,24, Howbeit, Iſay, this which 
ye will find clear; yet I am not meaning that we ſhould ill look for 
a ſpeedy accomplithment of Scaffold-diſcourſes, all I plead for from 
this 13, that the Lord hereby ſeemeth to give us ground to think that 
ſuch diſcourſes will be fulfilled in due time; for other Prophecies were 
as true as that of Zachariah, but his ſooneſt fulfilled : And if it be not 
lawful for us to conclude ſpeedy outgates, becauſe of ſuch diſcourſes, 
yet that he will fulfill theſe words we may (in ſobriety ) expe&, It 
1s true alſo, ſome other Prophecies were as ſoon fulfilled as Zachariabs, 
as Iſa, 37. 33,34. Was fulfilled, ver, 36. But this and the like, were 
Prophecies of Mercie and Deliverance to a humbled broken People, 
and for the ſpeedy fulfillment whereof theſe Reaſons may be given. 
x. God delights much in Mercy, and makes haſte in fulfilling gracious 
Promiſes. 2, There was a preſent neceſlity of the fulfilment thereof, 
both in reſpect of the Lord's People, who were humbled before God, 
and immediacly to be ruined, if he had not fulfilled his Word, 3.The 
Promiſe or Prophecy was made as to that inſtant of time ; for if it had 
not been fulfilled at the inſtant whereunto it did relate, it could have 
ben no Prophecy ; for when a Prophecy comes of ſomething to be done 
at ſucha time (Where no condition is expreſſed nor underſtoad) ir mutt 


be fulfilled at that time, elſe it could not be ſaid tobe a Prophecy ; 


ſuch was Iſarah's, Iſai37.' 33,34, &c. But that which we ſpeak of, is, 
as relating to the threatnings uttered by dying Witneſſes, and ſuch as 
could have been ſuſpended as well as others, without any apparent hurt 
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= mwthe truth of Prophecy, yet is quickly fulfilled, yea, ſooner than other 
Y Prophecies of the ſame nature ; yea, and poſſibly for this very end, to 
put 2 tinCture of reſpect beyond ordinary upon the words of dying Wit-/ 
meſſes : for, as We have ſaid, confider the prophetical denunciations of 
wrath by Znchariah, a dying ſlain Witneſs, and the prophetical denunci- 
ations of wrath by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c. and why comes Zachariah's 
Prophecy ſooner to paſs than Feremah's, this not being limited to 
a certain time, and therefore might have been ſuſpended as well as Fe- 
remiahs,Without prejudice to tne Prophecy ? Iknow none but this: x.It 
was the Lord's pleaſure, and 2, to ſhew his reſpedt to dying Witneſſes, 
that he would have what they ſay taken eſpecial notice of. 

2, Likewiſe this Conſideration may be confirmed by the Lord's ac- 
complithing the laſt words of his Servants, both in the primitive and 
latter times, we (hall only mention one inſtance more, and that is the 
prophetical diſcenrſe of godly & famous Mr.Geo, W1iſhart,who as he had 
much of God's mind in his lifetime (as is clear in the hiſtory of his life 
in Mr. Clarks Martyrology ) ſo was his laſt words well ordered by the 
Lord, for when he was burning in the fire at Sr, Andrews in Scotland, 
and leeing the Cardinal looking out at a window, feeding upon the fight 
of this (ad tragedy,prophefied that he ſhonld be throws ont at the ſame win- 
dow ere long ; and as he ſaid, fo the Lord brought it quickly to paſs, to 
the great joy and comfort of his People. _ 

\ 3. This may help to confirm what we ſay in this Conſideration anent 
his ordering and directing the laſt diſcourſes of his ſaffering Servants, 
viz, It very much tendeth to the clearing of their Cauſe, as being his, 
when he fulfilleth their Scaffo/d Diſcourſes : and as they are tender of his 
Glory, laying down their lives for his ſake ; ſo is he tender both of his 
own and their credit, that they may not bring the imputation of decei- 
ved witnefles upon themſelves at death : and, as it was formerly aflert- 
ed, if ever the accompliſhment of that promiſe can be expeteg or is 
fulfilled at any time in this world, Mar. 10. 19, It ſhall be given you at 
that ſame hour what ye ought to ſpeak; it may be expected by,and is ful- 
filled unto his dying Witneſſes on the Scaffold, For when (I pray you) is 
it to bz expect2d if not then? and how often hath he made the truth of 
that appear which hz addeth, for :t 2s pot ye,--- bat the Spirit of your Fa- 
ther that ſpeaketh in you? and who can ſay that ever the Lord (uffered 
his ſuffering, teltifying, ſealing, confirming and dying Witneſſes wo be 
miſtaken 1n their laſt 41ſcourſe ? yea, which may confirm it yet more, 

2t.m2 ſee the man in all the world ( friend or foe) that can bring an 
infance of one dying, wimelling Martyr, who ſpake that at his death, 
which the Lord did nor { inaue time) ſome way or other accomplith ; 
yea, I defy to bring me ons faithful lain Witneſs that was ſuFered io 
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be in a miſtake at his death and in his laſt teſtimony, even from Abely 

dayes to our own time ? andlet them that judge this a raſb-iffipertinent 


<expreſſion, ſee how they will clear*themſelves of denying that promiſe 


of our Lotd, it ſhall be given you in that ſare hour what ye onght to ſpeak; 
and ſo I leave it to the Lord to defend, 

Now by all this it may appear that he reveals ſecrets to dying Wit- 
neſſes, which he keeps up from many others who are alſo dear unto him; 
ſo that howbeit their words be not to- be eſteemed of equal weight with 
the written and infallible Scriptures ( « ſurer Word than if a voice were 
freaking from Heaven, 2 Pet. 1,9.) yet their ſayings, while dying for, . 
and in the Lord, do give good encouragement unto them that remain 
alive, and fo to be mucheſteemed by them. And truly the confidera- 
tion hereof, together with his fulfilling (or at leaſt having ever hitherto 
fulfilled) the words cf his ſlain Witnefſes, together with what our Lords 


ſlain Witneſſes have aſſerted for the time to come, concerning his re- 


viving of his now languiſhing dying Work,is very encouraging to exer- 
Ciſe patience,and not to faintWhile meeting with dark and tempeſtuous 
diſpenſations : and firſt conſider what our Lords firft honourable flain 
Witneſs ſpake at his death, wiz, Theſe times will be ether times of great 
ſuffering, or great ſinuing ; aud they that will be free of ſinmng ſhall not 
e[cape ; lh and they that will ſhan ſuffering ſhall not eſcape ſinning, 
there is a Dilemma in the matter ; (in or ſuffjer. And truly for my own part 
I may think_it a mercy that I have been ſo hardly dealt with ; for if I bad 
met with more favour as others have, I might have fixned as others have © 
done, and as more will yet do if the Lord do not prevent, And is not this 
ſadly evidenced ! O what dreadful defection and apoſtatizing from the 
Truth fince that day! Have not many confirmed that Prophecy againſt 
themſelves, Pſal.2, 2, 3. breaking the Lord's bonds and cafting away 
his cords'? Have not many fince that day { notwithſtanding the ſeal- 
ing of theſe Truths by the blood of his Witnefles) declared that God's 
bleſſleF Work was but a Rebelliows Combination ? and this they have ſub= 
ſcribed with their hands, howbeit it was a precious mean of proſpering 
the Father's pleaſure in the hand of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,- and of. his 
ſeeing the fruit of the fore travel of his ſoul to his great comfort, 1ſa. 
5.3. 10, II. If it had been but a combination of inen, could ſo many 
touls have been converted while it was on foot ? Nay, bleſſed be our 
God, he hath put it out of doubt among us, by making his Son's King= 
dom flouriſh-more in tts time than ever ({ince the Apoſtles dayes, Our 


_ 


Lord hath ſaid, Joh... The works that 1 do, bear witneſs of me, It's dan- 


eerous calling the work of the holy Ghoſt a Combination of men, and his 
operation upon ſonls the frur of Rebell;on : it is the fin againſt the holy 
Gholt-to ſay, he caſteth owt Deals through Beelzeb1ub,Mat,12,24,31, and 


callung. 


” SE 


|  talling theeffe&ts and fruits of Reformation, the effets of an unlay 
| Combination, comes near to this fin, - Now this work; this bleſſed work.is 
condemifed, and the Covenaxt that opened the door thereunto is abju- | 
' red by many, whereby they bave renounced their ſhare and intereſt in 
the Covenant and Work of Reformation, and of what too-look they ſeemed 
X to have unto the comforts attending or following upon the ſame, which 
18 a dreadful buſineſs ; for our Covexart is nothing elſe but a ſolemn ex- 
preſs declaration of our being ſatished with the Covenant of Grace, and 
= Chat upon the conditions whereupon the Lord offers it unto us; 2. our 
formal expreſs national acceptation thereof upon theſe terms ; and 3. 
our promiſing and engaging by his grace to fulfill theſe condicions, un- 
der the hazard of foxfeittng and lofing our intereſt in that Covenant and 
all its bleſſings, priviledges and advantages. And howbeit a chief and 
main Article in the Covenant of Grace by the Lord's engaging to make 
us fulfill our part of that Covenant, yer he never tenders mercy to us 
but upon condition of our taking and owning him for our God, Head, 
and Lord in Jeſus Chriſt, and that we will worſhip him according to his 
own appointment in his Word : and if you compare our Covenant with 
- the Duties God requires of his New-Teſtament Church, ye ſhall find 
nothing whereunto we are obliged 1n it, but that which God requires of 
us, as the conditions upon wich he 1s content to agree with us in the 
Covenant of Grace, and therfore q#er:tor (Which to me is no queſtion) 
whether to abjure the Covenant that binds us to fulfill the conditions of 
the Covenant of Grace, be not. indeed to abjure, upon the marter, the 
Covenant of Grace it ſelf,ſeing they (ay they will not fulfil-the conditions 
thereof 2 O horrid deſperate work ! they have:quitred their (hare of all 
the comforts attending this Covenant, for time and eternity ; for this | 
is no ſuch breach, as is committed through weakneſs, ignorance, &c. 
this is a clear, delibzrate, formal, expreſs up-giving with him; and to | 
make all ſure, they have given under their hands that they judge them- 
ſelves obliged not to keep the ſame ; and have given him urn that 
he needs expect no better at their hands hereafter ; for they declare 
they judge all ſich Promiſes and Engagements to ſerve him, utterly un- 
lawful, and this is their laſt anſwer to him as the deſperate reſult of all 
the pains he hath taken on them, Now as this part of this honourable 
Witneſle's diſcourſe is accompliſhed,ſo I hope ſhall the reſt in due time 
2$ to What he ſaid for encouragement to the Lords People. 2, Faithful 
Mr. Gathrie, who had much of the Lord's mind in his lifetime, gave ve- 
ry great ground of comfort, ts them that lament after the Lord, he will yet 
again revive his Work in Britain and Ireland by the power of Hts Spirit, for 
he hath xot eaſt away k15 People,ec. and the Lord leemed to confirm this 
from Heaven, 3. This bleſſed Witneſs gave alſo much ground of en- 
' couragement, and it will be the en comfortable, if. we confidet my 
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carried on in the Church *muſt*be' very: 


ther hand, the work that's now. ... . 
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